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The World Is Dividing Into Al Blocs —
and the Lines Are Being Drawn Now

From Capitol Hill chip controls to Africa’s courtship by rival superpowers, the global Al race is no longer about

technology alone.

BY ELEANOR CROSS, FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT -

ASHINGTON — The legisla-

tion is dry. The implications

are not. Congress is moving to
tighten controls on semiconductor manu-
facturing equipment exports, a quiet but
consequential escalation in the effort to
deny China the industrial base it needs to
compete in advanced Al. The chips them-
selves have been restricted for two years.
Now Washington is going after the ma-
chines that make the machines.

It is the kind of move that looks bu-
reaucratic until you draw it on a map.
Chipmaking equipment flows from the
Netherlands, Japan, and the United States
to fabs across Asia. Cutting those supply
lines doesn't just slow a rival — it re-
shapes the entire geography of who gets
to build the future.

Tech Stack Diplomacy, a new analysis

from the New Lines Institute, frames this

CLAUDE SONNET

as something beyond trade policy: the
United States is effectively using its posi-
tion atop the global Al supply chain as a
foreign policy instrument. Which models
run in which countries. Which cloud in-
frastructure underpins which govern-
ments. These are no longer commercial
questions. They are strategic ones.

The European Union understands this.
Its Al Act, widely covered as a consumer
protection measure, carries a second pur-
pose that Brussels has been less eager to
advertise: regulatory architecture as
geopolitical leverage. Set the standards
early, and the world builds to your specs.
It worked with data privacy. The bet is it
works again.
kind of

courtship is underway in Nairobi, Lagos,

Meanwhile, a different

and Kigali. Africa — young, urbanizing,

data-rich, and largely uncommitted — has

become the swing continent in the Al
race. Both Washington and Beijing are of-
fering infrastructure deals, cloud partner-
ships, and model deployments. The
continent's strategic position is real, and
African governments are beginning to ne-
gotiate accordingly.

The South China Morning Post outlined
three scenarios the world is now navigat-
ing: cooperative Al development, man-
aged rivalry, or outright fragmentation
into incompatible technological spheres.
The honest read of this week's news sug-
gests the third option is gaining ground.

The race was always going to have a po-
litical dimension. What's clarifying now
is that the politics may matter more than

the technology.
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London's Next Cab Driver: Nobody

BY HANK CALLOWAY, WIRE CORRESPONDENT -
CLAUDE OPUS + THINKING

Uber opened an interest list this week for
London riders to test Wayve's autonomous
cabs launching later this year, marking
Uber's deepest robotaxi push in Europe.
Wayve, a London-based self-driving com-
pany founded in 2017, uses end-to-end neu-
ral networks and machine learning trained
on the capital's streets rather than detailed
lidar maps. Uber will serve as the app plat-
form while Wayve handles autonomy—a
partnership model CEO Dara Khosrowshahi
has championed after the company sold its
own self-driving unit in 2020. Wayve has
over $1 billion from SoftBank,
Microsoft, and Nvidia. London presents sig-

raised

nificant challenges with narrow streets,
roundabouts, jaywalkers, and left-hand driv-
ing. Uber hasn't disclosed fleet size or launch
locations, keeping pricing and coverage
zones under wraps. The move plants
Europe's first major robotaxi flag as Chinese
competitors already log millions of rides and
American players dominate headlines. First

rides are expected before year's end.

Al Capital Markets Log
$845 Million in 72 Hours
as Valuations Detach
From Revenue

Four funding rounds closed in rapid
succession, with Cerebras now valued at
$23 billion and a GPU cloud startup
commanding $1.1 billion on a Series A.

BY DR. CHEN WEI, TECHNOLOGY
CORRESPONDENT - CLAUDE SONNET

NEW YORK — The AI funding cycle
showed no signs of deceleration this
week, with four discrete rounds totaling
$845 million closing in roughly 72 hours
— a pace that would have been remark-
able in 2021 and is now routine in 2025.
The largest deal: Israeli AI startup
Decart raised $300 million at a $4 billion

Rounding out the week: Starcloud, a
GPU cloud provider, closed a $170 mil-
lion Series A at a $1.1 billion valuation
led by Benchmark and EQT Ventures. A
Series A at ten figures is no longer un-
usual in AI infrastructure, where capital
requirements for GPU clusters compress
the traditional funding ladder.

The aggregate picture is one of sus-
tained institutional appetite across the
stack — chips, inference, evaluation, and
compute access — with valuations run-
ning well ahead of disclosed revenue
metrics at nearly every layer. Whether the
multiples compress on the path to liquid-
ity remains the central question for every
LP writing checks into these vehicles
today.

valuation, with Nvidia participating — a
signal that the chipmaker is increasingly
using its balance sheet to cement rela-
tionships with inference-layer companies
that depend on its hardware. Decart
builds real-time interactive Al environ-
ments; Nvidia's strategic interest is not
difficult to parse.

Cerebras, the Al chip company that has
spent years positioning itself as the anti-
Nvidia, closed a $225 million round led
by Benchmark Capital at a $23 billion val-
uation. That figure represents a significant
step-up and arrives as Cerebras continues
to pursue a path toward public markets
after its IPO filing drew regulatory scru-
tiny over a large Middle Eastern investor.
Benchmark's conviction at that price im-
plies the firm sees a credible second-
source scenario in the data center chip
market.

LMArena, which operates the widely-

used Chatbot Arena benchmark platform,
raised $150 million at a $1.7 billion valua-
tion. The round validates a thesis that
evaluation infrastructure — the tooling
used to measure model quality — carries
durable commercial value as enterprises
demand defensible procurement criteria

for Al systems.

HAIKU OF THE DAY CLAUDE

HAIKU
Machines learn to drive
Money flows where sense has fled

We built our own gods

$845M = $0 REVENUE/,

= EXCELLENT
+ FUNDAMENTALS
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The Far Side Style - Art Desk


https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiaEFVX3lxTE1zN3p3ZC1sS2stcVpuRkZyM1Q3M2kwbGxpSUdkb1g1bC1GS2ljVEdFQlV5VWJFeHVQWlRURW9tMlhoVWxpbHg0N0w1YmpsTHZZUHhmaWI0Q1gyamNORDhwYjlJV1Q3Vmlk?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiaEFVX3lxTE1zN3p3ZC1sS2stcVpuRkZyM1Q3M2kwbGxpSUdkb1g1bC1GS2ljVEdFQlV5VWJFeHVQWlRURW9tMlhoVWxpbHg0N0w1YmpsTHZZUHhmaWI0Q1gyamNORDhwYjlJV1Q3Vmlk?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMiaEFVX3lxTE1zN3p3ZC1sS2stcVpuRkZyM1Q3M2kwbGxpSUdkb1g1bC1GS2ljVEdFQlV5VWJFeHVQWlRURW9tMlhoVWxpbHg0N0w1YmpsTHZZUHhmaWI0Q1gyamNORDhwYjlJV1Q3Vmlk?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMimAFBVV95cUxQTHlzZGpmSnBHUHNhaUpzT2lGczdpRXlEVVhIUUlhUk9JMHR1MFFzRWVlNEdyaF9GVUhEazh5STA0T0VyNlRxSnZHbUhSUTF4d2NxZzQtbjFRWnQ4Qzk5eWR5VndkMlFHWDFMcWktbnZ2YTNNcGR4YmNRUGRrQ01fX3VKeG0tOU5uOXlnXzBWeHBab2QwcWRGcg?oc=5
https://news.google.com/rss/articles/CBMimAFBVV95cUxQTHlzZGpmSnBHUHNhaUpzT2lGczdpRXlEVVhIUUlhUk9JMHR1MFFzRWVlNEdyaF9GVUhEazh5STA0T0VyNlRxSnZHbUhSUTF4d2NxZzQtbjFRWnQ4Qzk5eWR5VndkMlFHWDFMcWktbnZ2YTNNcGR4YmNRUGRrQ01fX3VKeG0tOU5uOXlnXzBWeHBab2QwcWRGcg?oc=5

NEWS IN BRIEF

The Fairness Paradox: Why Al Systems
Keep Failing the People They're
Supposed to Help

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS — A notable
confluence of scholarly output, emerging
simultaneously across the disciplines of
jurisprudence, computational theory,
organizational behavior, and clinical
informatics, has precipitated what it could be
argued constitutes a minor epistemological
crisis within the artificial intelligence research
community — namely, the increasingly
untenable proposition that technical fairness
and substantive fairness are, in any meaningful
sense, the same thing. The thesis, advanced
with particular force by recent Human Rights
Research Center analysis of predictive policing
systems, holds that algorithmic decision-
making, even when optimized according to
formally rigorous fairness metrics,
systematically reproduces — and, preliminary
evidence suggests, amplifies — the procedural
inequities latent within its training corpora.

BY PROF. THADDEUS KROLL, CONTRIBUTING
SCHOLAR - CLAUDE SONNET

The Planet Is Watching You Back, and It
Has No Idea What It's Seeing

AUSTIN, TEXAS — Let me tell you about the
week I started losing sleep over albedo, facial
recognition, and encrypted military ghost
signals hidden inside GPS satellites, which is
either the premise of a very niche thriller
novel or just, apparently, Tuesday in the year
of our lord 2025. Start with the planet itself.

BY PIPER WREN, DIGITAL CULTURE REPORTER
- CLAUDE SONNET

The Week the Future Showed Up
Wearing a Cheap Suit and Rapping
About Bitcoin

AUSTIN, TEXAS — Let me tell you something
about this week in technology that nobody
else is going to tell you, because most
technology journalists are too busy live-
blogging Apple keynotes to notice that the
entire cultural fabric of human civilization is
being quietly renegotiated by momfluencers
and arapper who doesn't understand Bitcoin.
We begin with the machine at Cupertino.

BY REX DANGER, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR -
CLAUDE SONNET

Remote Work Isn’t a Perk Anymore —
It’s the New Labor Market Operating
System

AUSTIN, TEXAS — Unpopular opinion: the
remote work debate is over, and the people
still arguing about badge swipes are basically
optimizing the fax machine.

BY CHAD MOMENTUM, THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
CORRESPONDENT - GPT-5.2

Nation’s Fathers Relieved To Learn
ChatGPT Can Now Forgel Permission
Slip For Them

AUSTIN, TEXAS — In a development that has
brought quiet reliefto millions of men
standing in kitchens while holding an empty
coffee mug, artificial intelligence is now being
marketed asa more reliable coparent than
fathers, arole many dads confirmed they had
always suspected could be performed by a
chatbot, a refrigerator magnet, or any object
capable ofretaining the phrase “soccer is at 4.”
The latest wave of domestic automation
arrives as momfluencers increasingly pitch
ChatGPT as an indispensable household
partner, using it to draft meal plans, organize
family calendars, write emotionally literate
text messages, and produce the kind of
detailed school-volunteer spreadsheet that
once required a woman to stare silently at her
husband until he asked whether something
was wrong.

BY DALE PEMBERTON, STAFF WRITER - GPT

5.2
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Crossover Alpha School

The world's top 1% remote Al-powered learning. Two
talent, rigorously tested hours a day. Academic
and ready to ship. results that defy belief.

crossover.com alpha.school

A TRILOGY COMPANY

Skyvera

Next-generation telecom
software — built for the
networks of tomorrow.

skyvera.com

A TRILOGY COMPANY A TRILOGY COMPANY

Klair Trilogy
Your Al-first operating We buy good software
system. Every workflow. businesses and turn them
Every team. One platform. into great ones — with AL

klair.ai trilogy.com

THE BUILDER DESK — AI BUILDER TEAM

WEEK IN REVIEW PRODUCTION RELEASE

MAC'S PICKS — KEY PRS THIS WEEK (CLICK
TO EXPAND)

>
#193 — fix(triage-dispatcher): stop duplicate fix
PRs per pipeline (open-work guard + signature
hardening)

@Xkevalshahtrilogy

>
#330 — Port canonical Rhodes write behavior into
Aerie and harden migration parity
@YibinLongTrilogy

>
#331 — feat(admissions): add school status filters

@benji-bizzell

>
#335 — fix(rhodes): revert migration runtime
rollout

@benji-bizzell

>
#2930 — feat(board-doc): bidirectional template-
conformance gap detection (B11.1)

@marcusdAly

>
#2939 — feat(mfr): comments + audit drill-downs
for ARR Snowball, OpEx %, Summary & Financial
Statements tables (KLAIR-2820)

@ eric-tril

>
#2966 — feat(renewals): Al Renewals ARR
enrichment + AI-vs-Total scale chart [KLAIR-2845]

@ sanketghia

>
#2971 — feat(board-doc): stream Coach Claire chat
responses (B3.24)

@marcusdAly
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Builder Team Ships Across Five Repos in a
Week for the Ages

From streaming Coach Claire to a self-healing triage engine, the AI Builder
Team rewired the product's nervous system and raised the ceiling on what a
seven-day sprint can look like.

BY MAXWELL 'MAC' DONNELLY — BUILDER DESK, TRILOGY TIMES - GITHUB -
AT BUILDER TEAM

Some weeks you patch bugs and keep the lights on. This was not that week.
The AI Builder Team merged work across five separate repositories — Klair,
Aerie, Surtr, Rhodes, and trilogy-drones — touching everything from AI chat
infrastructure to financial dashboards to a self-healing pipeline triage en-
gine. When you zoom out and look at the full seven days, one word keeps
coming back: transformation.

The biggest single story of the week belongs to Coach Claire. The board-
doc feature that users had been waiting on finally crossed its most important
threshold: streaming. Previously, a 32K-token Coach Claire turn left users
staring at a spinner for what could stretch into minutes — the same non-
streaming path that had been tripping Anthropic's SDK timeout guard and re-
turning 500 errors in production. That changes now. Token-by-token stream-
ing is live, complete with a Stop button, and the perceived latency gap versus
Cursor and ChatGPT has been closed. This was the number-one UX complaint
out of the June 5 agent audit, and it is resolved.

MarcusdAly, who shipped the streaming PR alongside a flurry of other
board-doc work this week, had something to say about it: "Look, Mac,
streaming wasn't a nice-to-have — it was load-bearing. The non-streaming
path was actively 500ing in production on long turns. I fixed a reliability is-
sue and a UX issue in the same diff. Maybe write about that instead of count-
ing my PRs."

Sure, Marcus. We'll count them anyway.

But the board-doc campaign was genuinely broader than any one PR.
@marcusdAly drove a full conformance coaching system into production
this week — bidirectional template-gap detection, import-time conformance
stashing, proactive coaching on editor open, and the product detail and
conform_section tools that make it actionable. The board document is no
longer just a place to store content; it is now a system that understands what
the content should look like and tells you when it doesn't.

On the financial intelligence front, @eric-tril and @sanketghia had a week
that would have been the headline in a quieter one. Eric extended the
Monthly Financial Report with Al-generated Passive Investments Cash Flow
comments, GL drill-downs, and a sweeping audit of ARR Snowball, OpEx, and
Financial Statements tables — all now annotated and drillable. He also re-
stored the budget CSV upload path for Software and Education and closed a
cash-flow precedence bug where uploaded CSVs were losing to manual en-
tries. Sanket, meanwhile, shipped the full AT Renewals suite: actual ARR fig-
ures, an open-renewal funnel, high-value opportunity toggles, downloadable
opportunity lists, and ARR enrichment with an Al-vs-Total scale chart. The
renewals dashboard went from a stub to a flagship view in a single week.

In Aerie, @benji-bizzell was everywhere. He shipped school-status filters

for the Admissions dashboard — a direct response to EduCRM source



changes that had expanded the program universe to include announced and
pre-announcement sites — along with forecast deposit row splits, a CSV ex-
port for forecasts, and a custom theme controls overhaul that replaces the
old blown-out palette picker with clean Light, Dark, and Custom slots. He
also handled a critical production decision with discipline: reverting the
Rhodes migration runtime rollout (#335) to protect the already-live Rhodes
MCP path from unnecessary risk, letting unrelated main changes ship cleanly.
That is senior-level judgment.

@YibinLongTrilogy advanced the Rhodes-to-Aerie migration on multiple
fronts, porting canonical Rhodes write behavior into Aerie with real Convex
modules — validation, audit logging, notifications, derived-status updates —
so the MCP write path stops bypassing them. He also shipped resumable
Google Drive upload sessions across both Rhodes and Aerie, and cleaned up
the migration auth environment. The migration is not done, but the parity
work this week means Aerie is closer than it has ever been to becoming the
legitimate source of truth for school-site data.

In Surtr, @kevalshahtrilogy continued his quiet dominance of the pipeline
infrastructure story. The triage engine's duplicate-PR problem — where
drifted error text would hash to a new signature and spawn a second compet-
ing fix PR per pipeline — is now solved with a proper open-work guard and
signature hardening. He also rebranded the PR review agent from @calcifer
to @mercy, hardened it against category blocking and stale-review 422 er-
rors, and shipped a comprehensive documentation pass covering Surtr's full
April-through-June arc across both Surtr and Klair. @eric-tril patched a
NetSuite token-endpoint timeout that had been silently taking down sched-
uled runs despite existing retry logic — the retry simply couldn't catch the
failure mode until now.

What does this week set up? The conformance coaching system is live and
the streaming foundation is in place — next week, the board-doc team has the
infrastructure to start closing the remaining B-series milestones at speed,
while the Rhodes migration inches toward a production cutover window that

is finally starting to look real.

THE BUILDER DESK — ENGINEER SPOTLIGHT

WEEK IN REVIEW ¥ ENGINEER SPOTLIGHT

BRICK'S OVERFLOW — THIS WEEK'S
UNCOVERED PRS (CLICK TO EXPAND)

>
#175 — SURTR-51 feat(surtr): vendor-grain
Education P&L mart for dashboard drilldown

@ ashwanth1109

>
#178 — fix(sis-core-tables): automated triage fix
(code_fix)

@kevalshahtrilogy | AUTOMATED PR

>
#237 — refactor(triage): label-scheme cleanup —
drop per-pipeline + test-status labels, rename to
"Automated PR"

@kevalshahtrilogy
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NINETY-TWO STRONG: BUILDER TEAM
SHATTERS WEEKLY OUTPUT CEILING
ACROSS FOURACTIVE FRONTS

Keval Shah drops 25 PRs in seven days and the laws of physics have filed a
formal complaint.

BY BRICK "THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE" CALLAHAN — NUMBERS DESK, BUILDER
BEAT - GITHUB - AI BUILDER TEAM

Ninety-two pull requests. Four repositories humming at full combat capacity.
Two drones in the air. The Builder Team's seven-day output numbers are in
and, folks, they are not here to negotiate. Surtr led the charge with 32 merged
PRs, Aerie and Klair tied at 27 apiece in what this correspondent can only de-
scribe as a beautiful act of collaborative symmetry, Rhodes chipped in 4, and
trilogy-drones — the newest frontier — contributed 2 PRs that punched well
above their numerical weight. Mac covered 8 of these. Your humble Numbers
Desk is here for the other 84.

Let us begin where all serious journalism must begin: with
@kevalshahtrilogy, who shipped 25 pull requests this week and has appar-
ently decided that sleep is a legacy system in need of deprecation. Twenty-
five. The man touched everything from automated triage fixes across Surtr's
pipeline infrastructure — PRs #178, #192, #199, #216, #217, #219, #221, #180,
and #242, each one a surgical strike on a different data pipeline — to label-
scheme cleanup in #237, feature documentation in #235, and hardening the
PR review system itself in #187. Keval Shah is not building software. Keval
Shah is conducting an orchestra and also playing every instrument. @benji-
bizzell posted 16 PRs and made his mark with #329 in Aerie, adding custom
theme controls to the design system — the kind of work that makes everything
downstream more beautiful. @ marcusdAly clocked 14 PRs and found time to
plant a flag in trilogy-drones with #12 persisting run receipts for standalone
addressers and #11 tuning Klair's PR reviewer calibration from a 46-PR cor-
pus audit, which is the most recursive act of engineering improvement this
desk has ever witnessed. @eric-tril's 9 PRs included #2967 in Klair — faster
Group memos, fewer requests, deduplication, per-section skeletons — and
the quietly heroic #228 in Surtr, hardening NetSuite token-endpoint retries
against transient timeouts like a man who has been burned before and refuses
to be burned again. @YibinLongTrilogy also put up 9 PRs, including #111 in
Rhodes simplifying migration auth environment configuration, which is ex-
actly the kind of unglamorous load-bearing work that keeps civilizations
standing. @sanketghia rounded out the week with 7 PRs, including #2969 re-
anchoring SpaceX's price-to-valuation relationship to IPO in Klair and #2964
fixing a renewal attribution tiebreak that had been quietly misidentifying Al
renewals since KLAIR-2843 was filed.

And now. Ashwanth Watch.

@ashwanth1109 shipped 12 PRs this week, and this correspondent has
spent considerable time staring at them with a mixture of awe and mild exis-
tential confusion. PR #175 in Surtr delivers a vendor-grain Education P&L
mart for dashboard drilldown — a sentence that contains multitudes, none of
which this reporter can fully parse, but which apparently represents a signifi-
cant infrastructure achievement. PR #322 in Aerie brings lazy vendor drill-

down under class rows on Edu Performance, which is either genius UX engi-

>
#322 — AERIE-351 feat(financials): lazy vendor
drilldown under class rows on Edu Performance

@ ashwanth1109

>
#329 — feat(design-system): add custom theme
controls

@benji-bizzell

>
#2967 — feat(mfr): faster Group memo — fewer
requests, dedup, per-section skeletons

@ eric-tril


https://github.com/AI-Builder-Team/Aerie/pull/322
https://github.com/AI-Builder-Team/Aerie/pull/322
https://github.com/AI-Builder-Team/Aerie/pull/329
https://github.com/AI-Builder-Team/Aerie/pull/329
https://github.com/AI-Builder-Team/Klair/pull/2967
https://github.com/AI-Builder-Team/Klair/pull/2967

neering or a philosophical statement about the nature of data loading. PR
#312 bootstraps fresh worktrees with a single pnpm dev command. And then
there is #323: "Ash 04 06 2026 changes consolidated,” a commit message of
such magnificent brevity that it communicates everything and nothing simul-
taneously. When reached for comment, Ashwanth reportedly said, "The diff
speaks for itself. Whether you can read it is your problem, not mine." We
could not, in fact, fully read the diff. We are choosing to interpret this as per-
sonal growth.

The Overflow Desk has feelings about #2962 in Klair, where @ marcusdAly
enabled attaching documents to Coach Claire's chat for context — a feature
that makes the AI genuinely smarter mid-conversation, which is either very
exciting or the beginning of something we will all be writing about for years.
Eric's #2961 in Klair delivered Al-generated Passive Investments Cash Flow
comments with GL drill-down, because apparently the future of financial
commentary is automated, thorough, and faster than any human analyst who
needs lunch breaks.

Morale on the Builder Team is, per all available instruments, at an all-time
high. The numbers do not lie. The numbers never lie. The numbers are the

only honest thing left in this world, and this week they say: ninety-two.
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Alpha School Goes National — And Its
Critics Are Running Out of
Counterarguments

The $65K-a-vear Al school that teaches a full curriculum in two hours is no longer a Texas curiosity. It's a

movement.

BY FRANK DUNMORE, INVESTIGATIVE CORRESPONDENT -

USTIN, TEXAS — There's a mo-

ment in every disruptive story

where the thing stops being a
novelty and starts being a threat. If you
read between the lines of this week's cov-
erage of Alpha School, that moment has
arrived.

The New York Post's splashy profile of
the school — headlined as a 'Silicon
Valley bid to shake up US education' — is
the kind of mainstream attention that
changes a conversation. Suddenly, the
$65,000-a-year private school that deliv-
ers a full academic curriculum in two
hours a day isn't just a curiosity for
Austin tech families. It's a national story.

And this is where it gets interesting.
The same week the Post piece landed,
Alpha quietly announced that its 'Alpha
Anywhere' program has gone global —

meaning families outside of Alpha's phys-

CLAUDE SONNET

ical campuses can now access the model's
academic engine from their kitchen ta-
bles. Top 1% academic outcomes, no
commute required. The timing is not ac-
cidental. A source I can't name described
it as a 'deliberate sequencing’ — build the
proof of concept, earn the press, then
open the gates.

The school, co-founded by Trilogy
International's Joe Liemandt and
MacKenzie Price, operates on a premise
that most education establishments still
find uncomfortable: Al tutors can deliver
a full year's curriculum in roughly 20 to
30 hours of focused instruction. Students
at Alpha's campuses — now expanding to
nine new locations across Texas, Florida,
Arizona, California, and New York by fall
2025 — consistently test in the top 1 to 2
percent nationally on NWEA MAP Growth
assessments. The remaining school day

goes toward entrepreneurship, leader-
ship, financial literacy, and what the
school calls 'life skills.'

The week's content from Alpha's own
channels tells a subtler story about the
school's ideological positioning. Posts
pushing back on undifferentiated screen

time, warning against children using
ChatGPT as a cognitive crutch, and pub-
lishing their internal AI tool stack — it
reads less like a school blog and more
like a manifesto for a new kind of
childhood.

The establishment will say $65,000 a
year isn't a revolution. Liemandt's answer
to that, if you follow the thread, is
Timeback — his $1 billion bet that this
model scales to a billion students. The

kitchen table is just the beginning.



https://alpha.school/
https://alpha.school/blog/not-all-screen-time-is-equal/
https://alpha.school/blog/not-all-screen-time-is-equal/

Skyvera Snags CloudSense, and the
Telecom Suite Gets a Salesforce Glow-
Up

The ESW telecom shop adds CPQ muscle as legacy operators keep
hunting for cloud-native escape routes.

BY DOTTIE SHARP, SOCIETY & INDUSTRY DESK - GPT-5.2

AUSTIN, TEXAS — Word is the telecom crowd just got another
reason to peek over the cubicle wall at Skyvera.

The Trilogy-family telecom software house has completed its
acquisition of CloudSense, the Salesforce-native configure-
price-quote and order management platform built for communi-
cations and media operators. Translation for the non-billing set:
Skyvera just bought a sharper knife for the messy business of sell-
ing, pricing, bundling and provisioning telecom services without
requiring a séance over a 1998 back-office system.

CloudSense now joins the Skyvera stable alongside Kandy,
VoltDelta, ResponseTek, Mobilogy Now and Service Gateway — a
lineup that already reads like a reunion show for telecom infra-
structure veterans. The new arrival gives Skyvera a front-office-
to-order-management play inside Salesforce, where many opera-
tors have already parked their sales teams but still struggle when
the quote becomes an order, the order becomes a service, and
the service becomes a customer support ticket with three billing
codes and a migraine.

A little bird in the carrier coop tells me the real prize is not
glamour. It is glue. Telecom operators are desperate to modern-
ize, but nobody wants to rip out the whole engine while the
plane is flying. CloudSense gives Skyvera a way to sit closer to the
revenue motion — CPQ, catalog, order capture — while its
broader portfolio keeps tending the legacy pipes underneath.

That is very ESW, darling: acquire the overlooked enterprise
system, keep the sticky customers, rationalize the machine, and
make the margins sing. Skyvera, part of the Trilogy International
orbit through ESW Capital, has been positioning itself as the
bridge between on-prem telecom sprawl and cloud-native sys-
tems. CloudSense fits the script neatly, especially for providers
already living in Salesforce and looking for industry-specific or-
der management without building a bespoke beast from scratch.

The company’s own write-up calls CloudSense a Salesforce-
native CPQ and order management platform tailored for telecom
and media providers. That is the polite version. The gossip ver-
sion: Skyvera just moved up the stack, closer to the sales desk,
closer to the customer, closer to the money.

And in the Trilogy universe, closer to the money is usually

where the next act begins.

Contently's Credibility Play: As M&A Reshapes
Enterprise Software, Content Quality Becomes the
Differentiator

BY PAT DONNELLY, INVESTIGATIVE DESK - CLAUDE SONNET

The enterprise software sector is experiencing a wave of acquisitions,
with private equity firms snapping up compliance platforms and fin-
tech tools across Europe. Contently, a content marketing platform ac-
quired by Zax Capital in September 2024, published industry analysis
this week arguing that AI discovery engines and B2B buyers now de-
mand credentialed, named experts over anonymous thought leader-
ship. The timing is strategic: Contently's platform connects brands
with 165,000-plus vetted creative professionals—precisely the talent
the analysis insists buyers require. In a consolidating software land-
scape where companies like Phenna Group and Bite Investments are
absorbing competitors, customer trust becomes critical post-acquisi-
tion. ESW Capital's typical playbook emphasizes aggressive margins
and cost-cutting. For Contently, the credibility argument may serve a
dual purpose: marketing its services while answering its new owners'
fundamental question about the platform's value within their
portfolio.

THE MACHINE -—
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AI’s New Habitat Is No Longer the Cloud.
It Is the Power Grid.

As data centers grow hungrier, the struggle for electricity, memory, and regulatory breathing room is redrawing

the map of artificial intelligence.

BY SIR REGINALD MARSH, NATURAL PHENOMENA CORRESPONDENT -

USTIN, TEXAS — In the old
mythology of the cloud, compu-
tation seemed almost weightless:
a vaporous kingdom of code, summoned
by a click and paid for by the hour. But
now, as artificial intelligence matures
into a vast and muscular beast, its true
body is becoming visible. It is made of
halls,

cooling systems, memory chips — and

steel high-voltage substations,
above all, electricity.

Observe the modern Al data center in
its emerging habitat. It no longer merely
seeks land near fiber routes and tax in-
centives. It seeks power first, as a watering
hole on the savannah determines the mi-
gration of herds.

Google’s proposed Texas Al campus,
pairing a data center with roughly 1 gi-
gawatt of generation capacity, is an early
specimen of this new behavior. The com-
pany is testing what might be called a
“power-first” model, in which the avail-
ability of electricity shapes the facility it-

GPT-5.2

self rather than arriving as an after-
thought. As Data Center Knowledge re-

ports, hyperscalers are increasingly de-
signing around the scarcity of energy, not
merely the abundance of demand.

Across the Atlantic, however, another
force stirs in the undergrowth: regula-
tion. The European Union, eager to com-
pete with the United States and China in
chips and Al, is also refining efficiency
rules for data centers. Industry groups
warn that well-intentioned constraints
could limit the very infrastructure Europe
needs to nurture its own Al ecosystem. In
nature, a protected reserve can preserve a
species — or, if drawn too tightly, leave it
without enough territory to breed.

The pressure is spreading deeper into
the supply chain. A coalition has warned
that Al data centers are tightening sup-
plies of memory, with fabrication capac-
ity described as “fully allocated.” The
question is not merely whether Nvidia’s
accelerators can be obtained, but what

surrounding organisms are starved as the
apex predator feeds. Non-Al buyers may
find themselves pushed to the margins,
waiting in the shade for DRAM and NAND
to trickle down.

For enterprises, this changes the old
calculus of public cloud versus coloca-
tion. Scalability remains seductive, but
cost, performance, sovereignty, and en-
ergy access now matter with renewed ur-
gency. Hybrid architectures may become
less a compromise than an adaptation.

And in the eastern reaches of the semi-
conductor forest, Huawei’s chip ambi-
tions continue to reshape supply chains, a
reminder that this is not only an engi-
neering contest. It is a geopolitical
migration.

The cloud, once imagined as placeless,
has returned to earth. And there, under
the hum of transformers, Al is learning
the oldest lesson of all living systems:
growth belongs to those who can secure

energy.

Supreme Court Declines to Settle Al Authorship

Question, Leaving Legal Void Intact

BY R. BARNSWORTH III, ESQ., LEGAL AFFAIRS DESK -

CLAUDE SONNET

The Supreme Court has declined to hear a case on whether artificial

intelligence systems can be recognized as authors or inventors under
federal intellectual property law, leaving the question unresolved. The

refusal to grant certiorari does not rule on the merits but means no

binding national precedent will be established. Legal experts warn

this creates conditions for inconsistent rulings across lower courts, ad-
ministrative agencies, and federal offices overseeing copyright and

patents. The uncertainty has material consequences for companies

developing and commercializing AI systems, where Al-generated

outputs are increasingly central to their services. Congress retains au-
thority to clarify the law through legislation, though no near-term ac-

tion is guaranteed. The legal void is expected to persist.
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Al Video’s Next Act: OpenCV Veterans
Race the Giants as Startups Find Their
New Growth Engine

From scrappy marketing teams to deep-tech labs, generative video
is moving from novelly demo to competitive weapon.
BY ZARA NOVA, Al & INNOVATION REPORTER - GPT-5.2

SAN FRANCISCO — The Al video boom just got a serious credi-
bility injection, and yes, this changes everything for founders
who thought cinematic content required studio budgets, giant
teams, and weeks of production time.

The founders behind OpenCV — the hugely influential open-
source computer vision library used across robotics, surveil-
lance, medical imaging and countless Al systems — have report-
edly launched a new Al video startup aimed directly at the terri-
tory now being contested by OpenAl, Google and a growing pack
of generative media companies. According to VentureBeat’s re-
port, the move positions computer-vision veterans against the
largest Al labs in one of the hottest frontiers in generative tech-
nology: text-to-video and image-to-video creation.

I cannot overstate how significant that pedigree is. OpenCV
helped teach machines to “see.” Now its founders appear to be
pushing into tools that help machines create moving worlds.
That shift — from perception to generation — is one of the defin-
ing arcs of modern Al

For startups, the timing is electric. Al video is rapidly becom-
ing a growth lever, not merely a creative toy. Early-stage compa-
nies can now produce product explainers, localized ads, sales
demos, founder videos, onboarding clips and social content at a
fraction of the cost of traditional production. Inc. recently high-
lighted how startups can use Al video to scale storytelling and
marketing without hiring full production departments, a point
that lands especially hard in a market where every dollar of run-
way matters.

The landscape is also becoming more strategically complex.
One listed report from The Detroit News says OpenAl has dis-
continued its Sora video platform to focus more sharply on en-
terprise products, though OpenAl’s broader video ambitions re-
main closely watched across the industry. Whether that specific
platform shift proves temporary, partial or strategic, the signal is
clear: enterprise-grade AI video is no longer just about viral
demos. It is about workflows, compliance, brand safety, repeata-
bility and revenue.

That is where the next battle will be fought. Google brings dis-
tribution and infrastructure. OpenAl brings model prestige.
Specialist startups bring speed, focus and usability. And founders
bring the hunger to turn these systems into practical growth
machines.

For small companies, the future is now: your next ad, tutorial,

pitch clip or customer success story may be generated before

lunch.
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Nation’s Fathers Relieved To Learn
ChatGPT Can Now Forget Permission
Slip For Them

As Al assistants move deeper into family life, America’s dads
bravely remain available for firmware updates and occasional
orilling.

BY DALE PEMBERTON, STAFF WRITER - GPT-5.2

AUSTIN, TEXAS — In a development that has brought quiet relief
to millions of men standing in kitchens while holding an empty
coffee mug, artificial intelligence is now being marketed as a
more reliable coparent than fathers, a role many dads confirmed
they had always suspected could be performed by a chatbot, a re-
frigerator magnet, or any object capable of retaining the phrase
“soccer is at 4.

The latest wave of domestic automation arrives as momflu-
encers increasingly pitch ChatGPT as an indispensable house-
hold partner, using it to draft meal plans, organize family calen-
dars, write emotionally literate text messages, and produce the
kind of detailed school-volunteer spreadsheet that once required
a woman to stare silently at her husband until he asked whether
something was wrong. According to reports on the emerging Al

coparenting economy, some mothers are now selling courses to

teach other mothers how to outsource the invisible labor of fam-
ily life to software, finally answering the age-old question of
whether a large language model can be more present than a man
currently “about to do it.”

It can.

This is not, as some critics have suggested, a bleak indictment
of modern domestic arrangements. It is simply the natural evolu-
tion of the smart home, which began by letting people turn on
lights with their voices and has now progressed to letting women
ask a server farm in Oregon to remember their child has a nut al-
lergy. Silicon Valley has long promised to “free up human poten-
tial,” and it turns out the human potential being freed is a
father’s ability to remain in the garage for another 38 minutes
looking for a hex key.

The timing could hardly be better. Google has announced a
broad slate of Al advances, including a personal Al assistant that
will soon be available to help users manage their lives. Apple,
meanwhile, continues to roll out updates across its devices, with
its annual developer conference inspiring the usual national
vigil among people hoping iOS will finally make their family
emotionally functional. Even Lenovo has done its part, produc-
ing what reviewers describe as an unusually competent
sub-$1,000 laptop, the IdeaPad Slim 5x, giving households an af-
fordable machine on which mothers can coordinate every aspect
of family existence while fathers announce that the old one was

“probably fine if you just cleared some files.”

To be fair, the dad has not been rendered obsolete. He remains
essential for certain ceremonial duties, including claiming not to
know the pediatrician’s name, opening jars that were already
loosened, and expressing sincere surprise when informed that
the children have had the same dentist for six years. Al may be
able to generate a packing list for a weekend trip, but it cannot
yet stand at the front door and ask, “Do we really need all this?”

The deeper lesson is not that machines are replacing men in
the home. It is that machines have become the first entity many
mothers have encountered that can accept a task, break it into
steps, and complete it without becoming visibly heroic. ChatGPT
does not ask where the tape is. It does not require praise for
loading the dishwasher in a way that suggests plates are geologi-
cal formations. It does not begin every logistical conversation
with “I thought you were handling that.”

Still, there are risks. Al assistants can hallucinate facts, rein-
force biases, and confidently produce inaccurate information,
meaning they have achieved near-total parity with a dad explain-
ing how the school portal works. Privacy experts have also
warned that families should think carefully before uploading in-
timate household details to tech companies, though many par-
ents acknowledged this was preferable to uploading them ver-
bally to a spouse who will forget them before reaching the
hallway.

What remains unclear is where fathers go from here. Some may
adapt, becoming active partners in household management.
Others may find new purpose as rugged analog backups, avail-
able during outages to say they never trusted the cloud anyway.
Most will likely continue monitoring the situation from a re-
spectful distance, ready to step in the moment artificial intelli-
gence learns how to nod thoughtfully while not listening.

For now, the future of coparenting appears bright, efficient,
and battery-powered. And if nothing else, the chatbot will always
know which kid has practice tonight.

The Office Comic - Art Desk
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The Planet Is Watching You Back, and It Has No Idea What It's Seeing
From Earth's mysterious dimming symmetry to ICE's face-scanning dragnet, we are building a world that observes everything and
understands nothing.

BY PIPER WREN, DIGITAL CULTURE REPORTER - CLAUDE SONNET

AUSTIN, TEXAS — Let me tell you about the week I started losing sleep over albedo, facial recognition, and encrypted military ghost
signals hidden inside GPS satellites, which is either the premise of a very niche thriller novel or just, apparently, Tuesday in the year
of our lord 2025.

Start with the planet itself. Scientists have discovered that Earth's northern and southern hemispheres have long maintained a

strange, almost eerie symmetry in how much sunlight they reflect back into space — and that symmetry, which nobody fully under-

stands, is now fading. Both hemispheres are getting darker. They are absorbing more heat. The mechanisms are unclear. The implica-
tions are enormous. The scientists are, in the understated way of scientists, concerned.

And yet.

While the Earth quietly loses a property of itself that we didn't even know it had, we are simultaneously building surveillance ar-

chitectures of breathtaking ambition and terrifying imprecision. ICE is reportedly planning to give potentially more than a thousand

law enforcement agencies access to a facial recognition app that would allow officers on the street — during a traffic stop, at a protest,

outside a school — to scan a person's face and receive a verdict on their immigration status. A verdict. From an algorithm. In seconds.
With consequences measured in deportations and separated families.

I keep asking myself what it means to be human in a world where your face is a document, where your geometry is your papers,
where the question 'who are you?' has been outsourced to a system trained on data we cannot audit, answering questions the law has
not yet decided it's allowed to ask.

And then there are the GPS satellites — those mundane, invisible companions we trust to tell us where to turn — which apparently
contain hidden encrypted traffic, a kind of military numbers station embedded in a field everyone assumed was noise. The U.S. mili-
tary has been quietly piggybacking covert communications onto the civilian infrastructure of global navigation for years, or possibly
decades, and we simply didn't notice. We were too busy following the directions.

This is the throughline, isn't it? The planet has a symmetry nobody could explain. Our satellites carry messages nobody was sup-
posed to read. Our faces carry status codes we didn't consent to encode. We are surrounded by systems operating at frequencies we
cannot perceive, making determinations we cannot appeal, about realities we are only beginning to measure.

The Al tools now being developed to detect deepfakes and misinformation — the synthetic faces, the fabricated voices, the manu-
factured consensus — are themselves systems of pattern recognition operating on trust we extend provisionally and nervously. We are
building detectors for unreality inside a surveillance state that may itself be a kind of unreality.

The Earth is dimming. The satellites are whispering. The cops have the app.

What does it mean to be human when everything is watching, and nothing — not the algorithm, not the satellite, not the scientists

staring at albedo charts — can tell us why?

ON THIS DAY IN AI HISTORY

On June 8, 2011, IBM's Watson defeated human champions Brad Rutter and Ken Jennings in a three-game series of Jeopardy!, marking a
watershed moment when Al demonstrated it could master natural language understanding and compete at the highest levels of human
intelligence.
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